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OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE VICE PROVOST ! NAS Axy
STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS OFFICE EEI TEXAS 4M

1T M1 ¥ DRLHELTTY

Howdy,

On behalf of Texas A&M University, welcome to the Reciprocal Education Exchange Program
(REEP) and Texas AS&M University. You are about to embark on a true adventure, not only in a
new educational system, bat also in Aggie and Texas culture. Be open-minded and take
advantage of opportunities when they arise. This will be a memorable and enriching experience
for you if you actively participate in campus and community life.

There are many questions you probably would like to have answered to prepare yourself and
vour family, This handbook covers basic information on such subjects as travel, housing
insurance, exchange program guidelines, finances, immunization requirements, Agsie life and
traditions, and more.

As you read through this handbook, you will find that some of the university information does
not match information in other A&M publications. You must remember that vou are
participating in a special exchange program; therefore, some information has been changed to
meet the requirements of the exchange program and this office. Please always defer to the
information in this handbook.

If the handbook fails to answer all of vour questions, please feel free to communicate with us at
any time. My colleagnes and I in the Study Abread Programs Office want you to have the best
experience possible while studying here at Texas ASM.

We look forward to vour arrival and to hearing from you concerning vour travel plans.
Simeerely,

Jane Flaherty, PhD, Director
Study Ahmad ng;rams Office

First Floor, Pasilion

Texas ASM University, Maln Campus
J262 TAMU

College Siation, Texas 77843-3262

Tel.979.845.0544 Fax 5734583623
hitpoishudyabmad. tamu_edu
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TEXASA&M UNIVERSITY

Texas A&M Uniersity was established in 1876 and its original functioras as a milary institu-
tion. The Cops of Cadts still playsan impotant role at A&M but in 1965 membeship in the
Compswas chaged from mandatory and madevoluntary. Since then, fe at Texas A&M has
evolved into an eclecti@cademiccommunity with deepseated traditionsheld over from its
early days.

Texas A&Moffersa variety of programs in both undegraduate and gaduate studies through its
ten academiccolleges: Agricultue and Lfie Sciences,8hitecture, the Bush School of @ern-
ment & Public Sevice, Businesg&ducaion & Human @velopment, Engineerig, Geosciences &
Maritime Studies, Libel Arts, Sciencealy, Heath Science Gder, andVeterinary Medicine &
Biomedcal Sciences.

The unversity@ errollment is mae than 55000 including mee than 10,000 gaduate students.
The nternational student population is mae than 5,000epresenting more than 100countries.




O
O
%
=
o
o
O
(r
(=
®
-
O
<
>
=
U)

STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMOFFICE

The Study Atmad Rograms Offic€SAPO) is loated on the fist floor (groundfloor) of the
Pavilion As with met other officesat Texas A&M,SAPO is operrém 8:00a.m.to
5:00p.m.,Monday through Fridy. In case of emegency, see thecontact information below. If
you have a quetion or problem, aSAPOstaff member will asst you. SAPOstaff will be ableto
guideyou to the appopriate peson or departmet to helpyou adjst to life in Aggieland.

Thestudy atroad advisofor Reciprocal Excharges is part of thestudy alroad programsteam.
Whenyou arrive, you needto visit thisadvisor immeditely, and ifyou have problems during
your excharge that you cannot othawise sobe, cometo SARO. (We also enjy student visits
when theae is no crisis!) Our offiagorks closely withrternational Student Sevices (ISS); ISS
issuesyour U.S. immigation paperwork soyou can dotainyour student visa. The Study Atmad
Programs Officehowever, will beyour major point of contact sinceyou are anexcharge program
participant.

Study Alvoad Rograms Office

Monday ¢ Friday, 8:00 AM¢ 5:00 PM(Central U.S. Time)
Texas A&M Uniersity

3262TAMU

Pavilion 1% floor

College Sation, TX 77843262

Office: +1/ 9798450544

After-hours EMERGENCYONLY cell phone: +1/ 9792556103
Web ste: http://studyabroadtamu.edu/

International Student Sevices
Office: +1/ 979845-1824; Ater-hnoursEMERGENCY QN cell phone: +1/972556005
Website: http://i nternational.tamu.edu/ISS
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Reciprocal ExchangeProgram Guidelines

TEXASA&M RECIFROCA.EXCHANE&PROGRM GUIDELIES

TheReciprocal Excharge Rogram is designetbr both undegraduate and gaduate students. It is
important that you undestand that the Unted Sates Gvernment, the Sate of Texas, Texas A&M
University and the Study Abad Rograms Officéhave regubtionswhichyou needto know. These
regubtions make it extremely difficultto charge or modfy theway a cetain excharge program
has been gablished.

Pleasecarefully read and mée sue you undestand thefollowing nformation:

1.

Erroliment: ALLreciprocal excharge students ae en2 f £ S R -degiee segkyd/stu-
dents. Beauseyou willreceive your degee from your home irgtitution, at Texas A&M
you ae classifieds nondegee seeking All excharge students must be errolled as ful
time students, defined below for undegraduate and gaduate students. Whether you
are classifiecs undegraduate or gaduate student oftendepends on the actudakerms
of the excharge ageement, not always your actual @ademic ével. If you ae classified
as an undegraduate, you may nottake gaduate level courses.

Fulkime requirements

A Undegraduate: minimum of 12redit hou's per semeter. Undergraduate courses
are all numbeed 499 and beaw.

A Graduate: minimum of 9 redit hou's per semeater. Gaduate courses @& num
bered 600 and abve.

Registration: All course selectionsvill bereviewed by aTexas A&M @ademic adwi
sor and & subjectto appoval andavailability. In orderto register andattendclasses,
all registration holds must be removed from the studentQrecord (this includes the ISS
ched-in, insurance hold and the immumation hold). You will fulfilltheserequirements
duringthe orientation sessions immediely priorto the start of semeter classes.

Languae Roficiency: Students should be abléo ergage in unversity-level discussions,
reseach, andreading in English prido arrival. Although thee is noformal English
proficiencyrequirement for students particigtingin reciprocal exchargesat Texas A&M
University, the general requirement for international students at Texas A&M is are of
550 or higher on the papesersion (pBT) of theTOEFlexam or 80 onthe internet based
version (iBT) or a minimum IHS sore of 6.0overall. It isrecommended that excharge
students comingto Texas A&Mkeep this in mind.

Transcrpt (Grade Report): Thecoordinator of your excharge program at Texas A&M

will arange that an officialtranscrpt be providedto you viayour home irstitution upon
completion of the excharge program. For an officiaktranscrpt to be issuedstudents

must pay ALL outtandingfees, including pnting charges, litrary fines late fees, housing
fees,etc.

Payment Deadlines. Students are expededto meet any and all financiabbligationsto
the university by the desigated due dites. Railure to pay chages on timemay result
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Reciprocal ExchangeProgram Guidelines

in late fees. Queationsabout chagesto your student account should be addessedio
Student Business Sgices in the Genal Sevices Compx (GSC), Sei2801 (Busbute
06 ¢ 12" Man). If thee continue to be goblems, pleaseontactyour program coordina-
tor at A&M. Again, no tanscrpt can be issued ifou owe Texas A&M ay morey.

Immigration Documents & Visa: When entering the Unied Sates,excharge students
MUST have thefollowing documatation with them and easilaccessible whileraveling:

A \alid passport

A 31 or F1 visafor the U.S.

A DS2019 or 120 (Certifcate of Eligibility which should ba&amped uporyour

entry into the U.S.)

Onceyou receve the 52019 or 420 Certifcate of Eligibility fom Texas A&M you will
needto make an appaitment with the U.S. Embasy/Consuéte inyour country to get
your student visafor the U.S. Students who particifate on reciprocal excharges ae
issued Al or F1 visador excharge vistors. Check with thdJ.S. Consate or Embasy
responsiblefor issuingyour visato find out the details about wiat you needto do and
how. Curently all pesons seekingtudent visasfor the Unted Sates ae required
to have a pesonal nterview with aU.S.consular gent. Advance planningan save
you much timetravel, and momy. If you experience poblems with the visa issuance
process (bfore you leave home), please-mail both BerPetty, bpetty@tamu.eduand
International Student Sevices (ISSiss@amu.edul.

Financial Aid:Unfortunately, neither financiahid nor scholeships ae availablefor
excharge students.

Housing: Excharge students are ercouraged to live oncampusin university housing
during theirexcharge. Housing is aanged in theresidence halls (alsmalled dormiories
or &R 2 NJ¥fér thésestudents unless thestudent speciftally requests to live off cam-
pus Onceyou sign thecontract, you are committedfor the full lergth of your excharge.
We strongly advise living ocampus withU.S.students to faciltate cultural immesion,
languaye enhancemat, and nvolvement in campus lie.

Excharge students can choose, bwever, to live off campus. Students who live off-cam-
pus must arrange theirown housing.The of-campushousingwebsite for Texas A&M
can be accessed http://studentlife.tamu.eduagossor at http://aggieseach.tamu.edu
if you ae seeking aoommate. Visit thesewebsitesto help laate anaffordableplace
to live in the Collge Sation area. Note that many apartment complexes ae located on
Texas A&M busoutes

Health Inswance. All excharge students must be covered by health insuance which
meets both therequirements of the dvisa pogram aswell as uniersity requirements for
the duration of the student@Qstay in the Uniied Sates. Excharge students are required
to purchase the apmved Texas A&M health instancefor international students (see

page 16).
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Reciprocal ExchangeProgram Guidelines

10. Immunizations: To check curent health requirements for students at Texas A&M, visit

this link: http:/ /shstamu.edu/geventivemedicine. This die contains the mformation
you need about thdollowing issues:

10.1. TB geening(T-Spot or Quatiferon Gold Bloodlest) isrequired for most students
comingto Texas A&M fom outside the Uried Sates. A list of countries isfound on

the Tuberculosis Seeningform located at the alove website. If the country of your
citizenshipis listed, this indtates that TB is not endemic iyour country andyou are not
requiredto get a TB bloodest. Students from ALLOTHERDOUNTHES ae requiredto
have a TB bloodest adminstered within 12 maths ofyour arrival at Texas A&M. A
chest x-ray from outside theU.S. will not be accepd.

w If you do need a TB blodest, you have two choices.You canget the TB blood
test afteryou arrive at Texas A&Mfor approximately US$70 oyou can have the blood
test done tefore you cometo the U.S. If you have thetest before you cometo the U.S.,
your healthcare professional mat enter theresults on the Immumation Record exactly
asrequested. The bloodest must be within the 12 maths immedately preceding the
start of classest Texas A&M, the moe recent the better.

10.2. Baterial MeningitisVacciration

W IMPORTANT Medcal Requirement: Any student under age 22 applyingo Texas
A&M University as arexcharge student must have the Baterial Meningitisvacciration
andcomplete thereport form attachedto the excharge applcation.

Students must provide signed docunt@ation of recept of vacciration before students
can be admitedto the uniersity. Documaentation must show:

w Date vaccine is admistered and
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.

Packing Suggestion

W Proper sigmature(s).

() Students shouldcomplete the Baterial Meningitisvacciretion report form in-
cluded in the apptiation documents.

11. PACKINGSUGE&S IONS

Clothing

B0 o o o o o Po Jo o Po P Io I

T-shirts (many)
Shirts/blouses

Jeans (multiple)

Shorts (may pars)
Casual clothes & shoes
Sweaters/Sweatshirts
Businessitire (1) + shoes
Underclothing

Swimsuit

Sport shoes

Jadkets (23)

Caat (mediumto heavy)
Gloves / arf

Personal tems
Except for prescrption ite[ns, these thingsan be easily and axpensiely puchased irCollege
SQation and theny2 dz R 2w t@Q fackforcarry them.

Do o Po o o o P To o Jo

To

Raors/shaving aeam

Shampodconditioner

Toothbrushtoothpaste

Soap

Deodaant

Brush comb

Sunglasses

Towels/washcloths

Cmtact lens solutiongt+ extra lenses angiour prescrption)

Special or pescrption medication (make sue you have proper documatation for pre-
scription medication & that itQ legal in the US; check with tH&S. Consate)

Bed Shets (do NOT bring fom home; tley are likely a diferent size/ shape inthe US)

Miscellaneous

Do o Do o Do

Camea

Umbrella

\oltage converter & Adagter for electrical sokets (voltage in theU.S. is 110)
Phaos of homefamily, friends

Afew items whichrepresent your homecountry
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NOTE ONUGRGE: Make sure that your luggage is cheked all theway to Collge Sation@
Easterwood Airport (CLL) you ae arrivingat CLLto avoid problemsat a transfer pont along the
way. You will till have to collect your luggage at the port of entry whenyou go through cistoms
and immigation, but you can thenreturn it to the luygage sevice.

PRACTICALINFORMATION FORTRAVELPLANNING & ARRVAL

Please mke your flight reservation all theway to Collge SationQEasterwood Airport (CLL)If
you méke your resevation to a diferent airport, you might have difficultygetting to Collge Sa-
tion or you micht have to pay extra morey to add the flidpt to College Sation later. Around trip
ticket from Dallas or Hatonto College Sation cancost over $300, but when tht is included in
the originalreseavation, it usually mé&esvery little differencein thetotal cost. Gettingto Collge
Sation from a major airport in the suounding aeas offexascan be difficultand costly. Public
transpotation is almat non-existent andrenting a car can be as difficulif you are under aje 25.

Flying nto Howston or Dallas

Texas has may airports includingwo major nternational airports: Dallas/FtWorth Airport and
Houston Intercontinental Airport. If you chooseo flyinto an airport other than the one in Go
lege Sation, you will beresponsiblegfor makingyour own arangements to get to Collge Sation.
There is gound shuttleservice fom Houston to Collge Sation, but getting to the A&Mcampus
in Collge Sation is not alvays simple or cheap.

Connecting-lights to College Sation

The fist U.S. airportat whichyou arrive on aniternational flight is whae you will clear cus
toms and immiggtion. If you are taking aconnectingflight to College Sation, after completing
customs and immiggtion, you will return your luggage to the baygage check eea and poceedto
your flight for Collaye Sation.

You should allow plety of time betweenyour international flight and thedomestic leg ofyour
journey because the immigation and cistoms gocessingan sonetimesbe lergthy. For ex-
ample, ifstudents are akedto undeago additionalsecurity sceenirg, it could take sveral hous.
5 2 yegpéct that one hour is enough timélan in agance wiat you will do ifyou miss acon-
nectingflight.

Arrival at Easterwood Airport in Collge Sation

Whenyou arrive at Easterwood Airport (CLL), thert thing you will likely noticeis the sze of the
airport: very small. Thus, the airportvery efficient and eay to navigate. Somestudent orga-
nizationsalso help withstudent pick-up. Students living in dorms should nka arangements
before arrival for key collectionso that you can get into the dorm whenyou arrive.

Shouldyour flight arrive very late orfor somereason no one iavailableto pickyou up,you can
get ataxi from the airport. Signsra pcosted at the airport and usuallyaxis ae at the airport
when flights arrive.

Dueto safety concerns,you should not spend the nig at any airport. M&e your travel arange-
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ments in adkance and allowor travel debysto avoid waitingovernight at an airportfor acon-
nectingflight or shuttle.

Arrival Date

For students startingat Texas A&M in thdall or spring semster, you are required to attend
orientationsfor international students before the start of the semeter. If you are debyed and
absoluely cannot arrive earlie, you should arsie no hter than the Fridy before classes begin.

Studants who needo arrange housing &érthey arrive will probably wat to arrive earlieto
give adequée timeto make off-campusarrangemaents.

Upon arrival oncampus students can begincompleting the list of ched-in procedues. Univer-
sity officesare open Monday through Fridy from 8:00 AMo 5:00 PM.Students should lave
with them their passports, visas and-R&19s. Students will needto have these temsreadily
availablefor the first week or so.

MONEYISSUES

WhenYou Arrive

We swggest that you bring a minimum of US$500.00azash withyou to Collge Sation for
miscellaneous pichases. In additioto thisyou should mée arangements to pay the following
costs immedately after you arrive:

wOncampus dormrent for the wholeterm (amouwnt depending on thestyle of dorm
for whichyou apply;we recommend corridor style dormsfor students because fath-
room access isditer and theroomscost less. And mast importantly, the contact with
other students is best in corridor-style dorms-http:// reslife.tamu.edu).

wTexas A&M Health Instancefor International Students isrequired of all nternation-
al students. Approximate cost is US$800.00 per serster.

wGeneal DepositFee: US$100.00 reimbursedat end of excharge study.

wMeal plan: Studats who chose a meal plaat the university must pay for it before
they can use it (althoughyou could add a meal plandter in the semeter). http://
www.dineoncampuscom/tamuy/.

wSportsPasses: May students chooseto get a sports pass of some kind bause it
can be much lessxpensie than buying ti&ets for individualsgames, particularlyfor
students whowant to attendthe football games {all semester) which ae a major part
of Texas A&M taditions. http:/ / sportsadmin.tamu.edu/mysportspass.

wOther paential initial costs
o] Rental of U.S.Post Officebox (if you live onrcampus): US$25emester

0 Household iems (shets, blarkets, plate, cup, knie, etc.): US$100150
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Bigycle: US$70100: http://t ransporttamu.edu alternative/bicycled services.apx

Texas A&M Unversity accets all major cedit cards, except Visa cedit card. Texas
A&MQ@Q Student Business Swicesdoes NOT accet Visa cedit card for paying fees
through the Studet Business OfficeVisa cedit cards can be usedit other venues on
campus, such asafeterias,canteens, bodstore, etc.

NOTE: If you do not @y fees on timeyou will be chaged kate fees and ee thusrespon
siblefor paying all te fees.

Banking

After arrival, excharge students must open a l@al bank acount. Lacal bankingor students is
oftenfree of chage and is necessgato faciltate university refunds, such as housing depoaitd
general depositfee.

Somestudents chooseo get money while in theU.S. fom the bank acount in their homecoun-
try viaATMs (atomated teller machine), but thisan beexpensve. ThestatesideATM bank (as
well as the home bank) wilkiély chage for the sevice, and thee ae almast always limits on
the amounts permitedfor withdrawal, such as US$400 peaydand US$1000 peveek. Direct
deposit fom overseas baks is als@available.

International Wire Transfers

Thesetake a minimum of oneveek(7-10 business ays)to process anaould take longer. Please
take this nto consideation when making financiarangements to pay housingees, meal plans,
etc. Ifyou ae not ableto pay ontime, you could be chaged late fees.

You may transfer funds fom a bank iryour country to a bank in the Ubéd Sates. In addition
to a lacal bank acount, you must have a mailing addaess andelephone number anddve the
information with you to st up a bank agunt in the U.S.

Western Union is a populasompany for wire transfers and allavs peopleto send andor receive
money throughWestern Union gents. Check witlyour financiainstitution for details oncost,
time, and other issuesivolved in morey transfers and wie transfers.

Cedit Cads

Many aedit cards ae available and acqated in the Urtied Rem.ember.: Visa
Sates, mat commonly Visa, MsterCad, Amercan Expess and | credit card is not
Discover (remember Visaredit card is not accpted at Texas

A&M University for payment of housirg, and meal plans or aCCEpted_at T?X&S
any otherfees eviedby the Studet Business Swices offexas | A&M UnverS|ty

A&M University). for payment of

You will likely receive many offersto applyfor aredit cards fom housirg, fees, and
many different sources. May students find credit cards con- meal plans
venientt until the bill is due.In mast cases, thecomplete bill P :
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does not lave to bepaid each math, but the aedit card holder is cheged financeees based on
interest and a pecentage of the manthly balance or a minimum needs be paid each nth.
Interest rates usuallystart around 20% andan be much highe Becareful in your choices and
make sue you can afford what you chooseo do. Qedit cardscan be a hge temptation and
source of dévt for students. Ifyou chooseo use a redit card we recommend that you pay off
the balance each mth to avoid late fees and financeharges.

Traveler@ Cheks

Traveler@ cheks ae issueddy financiaingtitutions such as Amecan Expess and Thomas Cook
and must be paidfor in adiance. Because of this, faveler @ chegs issued iJ.S. dollas ae alt
most always acceted ascash in mat businesses in the Weid $ates. This means tht you may
use them diectly andyou do not needo go to a banko cash them fist.

If you have traveler@ cheéks in a curency other tharlJ.S. dollas, you will have to get them
chargedfor U.S. dollas kefore you can use them hee. Traveler@ che&s from a lessell-known
company might be a poblem and needo becashedat banks.

If you chooseto use tavelerQ chekswe siggest that you purchase taveler@ chegs inU.S. dd-
lars because they are easy to use and, in mgt cases, ifyou lose them or tBy are stolen, you can
contact thecompany which issued them anget them replaced. Cashcannot bereplaced if it is
lost or stolen.

LEGAL AGEFORALCOHOL CONSUMPTION

In theU.S.you must be age 21 in ader to legally consume atoholic beverages This means ta
every timeyou want to order any akoholic drink,you will berequiredto stow phato identifica-
tion proving that you are at least 21 years of aye. Many restaurants, bas and clbs in the Byan/
College Sation area do NDT accet passports as iddification. The bet solutionfor phao
identifi cation while you are here isto get a Texas $ate IDcard. Astate ID also a/esyou from
carryingyour passporeverywhere and deceases the chance #hyou will loseyour passport.
For additionalinformation about oltaining alexas $ate ID, pleaserefer to the following website:
http://iss .tamu.edu/livirg/driverslicense.asp

HOUSIXBAND DINING

The Study Atmad Rograms Officeecommends that excharge students live inresidence halls or
dormitories (dorms) orcampus beausewe feel that the experience of living oigampus with a
roommate is the bat opportunity for you to fully immeseyourself in the uniersity cultue of
the Unied Sates. To take a virtuaftour of theresidence hallst Texas A&M asvell asextensive
information about other aspects of housincheck out this linkattp:// reslfe.tamu.edu/ As
reciprocal excharge students you can choose which type oésidence haljou prefer. Cats ae
different accordingto the typdstyle ofresidence hall. Pleasefer to the website alove.

Excharge students must apply onlinefor on-campusresidence halls andcemit appopriate
housing apptiation androom depositfees lefore arrival (housing apptation instructionsare
included inyour welcome padet of information). Rent for the full semster is also duet the

Page 13


http://iss.tamu.edu/living/driverslicense.asp
http://reslife.tamu.edu/

INC

Iving and Eati

L

beginning of the senser after you arrive. Please@ome prepared

Reminder: to pay the full semster rent during the fist weekafter arrival.
In the U-S-you Please nee that on-campusresidence halls ee partiallyfur-
must be 21in nished includingtems such as a bed, desk and absYou

will be responsible, lowever, for supplyingyour own towels,
orderto Iegally pillows, sheets for a single bed, ating utensils and other such

consumealco- personalitems ¢efer to packing It suggestions on page 9).

holic be\/erages_ As is typial of living in aollege dorm in theU.S. ,you will be
sharingyour room with anotherstudent andtoilet/ shower facilr

tieswith a goup ofstudents. Atelephone outét is afeady in the
room with loccal telephone sevice included in theent. If you want to use the phond¢o make
long dstance phonecalls,you can easily et up sevicefor yourself with atelephonecode so tlat
your calls ae chagedto your parsonal bill and/ou do not fave problems splittinghe phone bill
with your roommate. All dornrooms also hve internet connections. Skype is good method
for keeping intouch withfamily and friends back home.

Recommendations asyou planfor on-campusresidence hall living:

A Do not bring bed shets (they may not fitU.S. beds; pichasesfter arrival).

A Thae ae NOOOOKINGacilitiesin most dorms. In eachroom, students are albwed to have
two major appliances such as a miwave or smalrefrigerator ortelevision. Otherwise,
there are few cookingfacilitiesavailable.

A It is possiblgo rent a micowave/refrigerator. You should check theost of purchasing them,
however, because itcan be cheapeto buy them tharto rent them for a semeter and then
you can sell them wheyou leave.

A Itis agood ideato confer with your roommate before puchasimy/bringing tems asyour
roommate may aready have suchtiems.

Cell Phones
The major cell phone seice poviders in Collge Sation are

A AT&T hittp:// www.wirelessatt. com/ celkphoneserviceiwvelcome/index.jsp
A Sprit (http:// www.sprint.com/index.html)

A T-Mobile (ttp:// www.t-mobile com/)

A Verizon (ttp:// www.verizonwirelesscom/b2c/index.html)

Excharge students who wishto live off-campusmust arrange theirown housingor the lergth of
their stay in theU.S. For more information about of-campushousirg, please visit théollowing
web stes

Page 14



http://www.wireless.att.com/cell-phone-service/welcome/index.jsp
http://www.sprint.com/index.html
http://www.t-mobile.com/
http://www.verizonwireless.com/b2c/index.html

INC

Iving and Eati

L

A http://studentlife.tamu.eduagoss
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Electrical Appliances

\oltage in the Untied Sates is 110.You may needto bring avoltage converter if thevoltage is
different in your homecountry andyou intendto bring electrgal appliances (small appliances
such as hadryers, electric shvers, etc.).

If the electrtal outlets are different in the U.S. fom those inyour homecountry, you will need
an adapter to adapt the plug onyour applianceo the outkts in the LEA.

You may need both aconverter and an adgter. It is much easieto purchase both adaters and
converters inyour country for travel alroad. (Usually wit you findin the U.S. a&e converters
and adptersfor U.S. appliancegoing outside the GA.)

Meal Plans

Anyone can puchase a meal plan, vether you live on or offcampus. Meal plans, haever,
cannot be sheed because ttey are put on one pesor@student ID card. For students in the on
campusresidence halls, a meal plaan be avery good idea since a niiowave andrefrigerator
are allyou have for preparingfood.

Many different optionsare available and ee listed onlineat http:// www.dineorcampuscom/
tamu/

Please nte that vegetarian andvariousethnic meals ptionsare available in the dining halls.

Tourist Information & Visits

If your friends orfamily fom your homecountry planto visityou oryou need a placéo spend
a nidht or two whenyou first arrive, the Iccal Visiora Q reaudeb ste is agood resource http://
www.bryan-collegestation.org/. There are also a multitudeof websites through whichyou
can m&e a hdel or car rental resevation among other thingsPlease nte that generally local
andstatestaxesmust be addedto the baseatesfor hotel rooms andrental cars aswell as mat
other puchases.

HEALTH INSURANEREQUIREMENS

All international students studyingat Texas A&M Uniersity are requiredto becovered by health
insurance in theevent of anillness or accidat.

As anmternational student on a J1 or F1 visa, the Uned SatS dg@vernment alsorequiresyou
to carry insuancevalid in theU.S.for the duation of your timein the USA. This inssance must
meet the government @ minimumrequirements for the 31 or F1 visa pogram.

All excharge students admittedto Texas A&M Unversity are required to purchase the ap
proved Texas A&M Unversity student health insuancefor international students in compli-
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ance withTexas A&M Unversity and Unied Satesfederal regulations governing the J visa
program.

IMPCORTANT: TheTexas A&M instancefee will be pated to your student account each semes
ter. Itis then theresponsibility of theexcharge student to pay the insuancefee whichcan be
doneby one of thefollowing nethods:

A Online myment by aedit card (except VISA aedit card) viayour student account on
Howdy (You can actvate your Howdy student account only after you have registered for
classes upowour arrival to the A&Mcampus.)

A In pason (debit or redit card) at Student Business Seices l@ated in the Geneal Se-
vices Complx, West Campus.

How health insuranceworks:

Whenyou purchase medial insuance,your premium (the momy you paidfor the coverage) is
combined with the pemiums of other policy holdeto form a pool of momy. That money is
then usedto pay medtal bills of the participats who need healthare. Your coverage is only
valid as long agour premiums ae paid.

Onceyou puchase instance, thecompany will provide you with an inssance identifi cation card
for use as pof of your coverage whenyou are seeking healttare from a hosgial or dot¢or. The
company will also povide you with writteninstructionsfor reportingand documating medical
expenses (filing claim); usually theompany will also povide cistomer sevicerepresantatives
who can helpyou peasonally with &y questionsor problemsyou have.

Thecompany will evaluate any claim that you fileand mée the appopriate payment based on
the coverage that your policy povides. In somecases the instancecompany will pay the dodor
or hosptal drectly. Somecompaniesrequire that the policy holder (thestudent) pay the medi
cal bills frst and then the instancecompany will reimbuse the policy holdemater.

ACADEMCISSUES

Registration

You will register for semester couresafter you arrive oncampus. You will meet with your as
signed @ademicadvisor who will assi with course seleton andregistration. In some aademic
colleges, thecourses fillto capacityvery quickl. Because of thisve highlyrecommend that you
come peparedto be fexibleand with avariety of courses that you would like to take and fitinto
your degee planat your home irgtitution.

Syllabus
Asgyllabus is a etailed planfor the course, includingriformation aboutexams, assignnrés,
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grading policiesgcourserequirements, materials neededor a class (such as bks), an aademic
calenda, the attendancepolicy and dtes of major assignnmts andexams. Somesyllabi ae
extremely cetailed and othes ae minimal. AWAYS FEAD THEXOURSESYLLABUS CARERUL
ANDCOMPLETE.

Grading System
Geneally the gading sale usedat Texas A&M is afollows:

A (Excellent: 90-100%)

B (Good: 889%)

C (Stisfadory: 70-79%)

D (Passing: 6@69%; NDTE: This is nabnsideed passing imvery situation.)
F Eailing: Bebw 60%)

Exams

Most exams in theU.S. ae in-classexams. Many are what is calledcobjectiveext Ya ¢ 6 KA OK
means thee is one rigt answer and noroom for interpretation; oftenthis is a multiplechoice

or true-falseformat. If theexam is an es®/ exam, it willalso usually be limédto a single class
period, so it is impdant to practicetimed writing before theexam. Couse naterial aganiza-

tion and the pacticeof quick outlines on impaant topics lkelyto be included on thexam ae
excellent method of preparingfor any exam.

Textbooks

Be pepaedto spend ugo $500 USD or nmie ontextbooks per semeter, as Isted in thecost
estimateson the Declaation & Certifcation of Financedorm in the appltation padket.

Oftenwaitinguntil after the first day of clasgo buyyour bodks is bet because the istructor
might charge a book orou micht charge your mind about a clasdf you needto return any
books, note that you will have only avery short window of timeo take textbooks backor a full
refund andyou will needto provide the originatecept. New and usedextbooks can also be
purchased online.

Labaatory Couses
Couses that require a lab session usualigquire anextrafee. Extrafeesfor labs ae included in
the excharge; you are notpersonallyresponsibldor any suchfees.

ClassAttendance

Attendingclass isnandatory in the Texas A&M Uniersity System. You will beexpededto attend
every class meting unlessyou have a certifiedreasonfor missimg, such as a visib the docor
with proof. Ultimately, each irstructor decides theole ofattendancen determiningyour final
grade.

Academic Advises
You will be assigned arcademic advisor igour major a&ademic aea. You will have the oppa-
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tunity to meet this pason during pe-semester orientation activities. This peson will helpyou
regster for classes and nka sue that your courses ae appopriate.

Adding & Dopping Classes

Add/Dr2 L A& | lal$heBegimingofthelsém¥e® during whictstudents can freely
charge the classefor which trey are registered, subjecto courseavailability. The fifth(5") day
of class is the ki day to add or dop acourse. All adds and ibps ae doneby your academic
advisa.

Q-Drop
AQDr2 L Aa | ZdiSeltby that stiidentsIGan @sa@fter the regular dop period

isover. Q-Dropsdo appear on tanscrpts. All QDrops must be started and appoved by your
academic adviso Then, thecompleted QDrop form comesto the Study Almad Rograms Office
for an additionakigrature. See the advisdor reciprocal excharges in the Study Abbad Office
for more information.

Pleaseemember that per 31/F-1 visareguktionsyou are requiredto be afull-time student dur-
ingyour academicexcharge program as per dfinitionson page 4.

Texas A&MVacation Dates
During theTexas A&M @ademicyear, there ae appoximately 40days on which no classesea
held. Take these beaks as a chance travel and visit otheplaces in the BA!

NOTE: If you need or chooséo travel outside the U.S.for any reason during/our excharge pro-
gramat Texas A&M,evento your homecountry, you will needto complete an immigation travel
form and fave it certifiedby International Student Sevices (ISS) and the Studyrédd Rograms
Office.Travel outside theU.S.could affectyour immigation status.

You should applyor international travel as early as possible, usuallw8eks kefore you planto
travel. At particularlybusy times,such as j& before the Witer Break or Spring i@ak, it midnt
take longer thanfour days, so please plan well in advesito complete all neessay procedures.

CAMPUWBSERVIGESAND FACILITES

Mailing Addess

If you live oncampus,your mailing addess will NOT be the same agur dorm name andoom
number. All dormresidents needto rent a past office box available in both the Northside and
Southsideresidence halls.

A&M Bodkstore

TheTexas A&M Bokstore, located in the MSC (Memorial StudteCenter), is aconvenient place
to purchase school supplies such as papeitingutensils, @velopes,exam supplies, agell as
A&M sowenirs. The bokstore also sells atextbooks required for coursesat Texas A&M. The
store isvery convenient, but is mat likely expensve relative to otherstores, particularlyor
items such as papepencils, backps, etc.
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Libraries
The main libary is the $erling CEBvans Libary, located in the middle of the maicampus. Addi
tionally, there are two libraries on theWest Campus; the Medal Sciences Libry and theWest
Campus Litary. Tours of the lilvaries ae availableto helpyou better use theresoucesavail-
able. Libary housvary for holidays, finalsetc.

Religious Goups & Facilities

The AllRaiths Chapel is an ecampus, nordenomirational religiousforum for Texas A&Mstu-
dents. Additionaly, many otherreligious @ganizationsare active in thiscommunity and a lege
number ae very closeto campus. Most of the arganizations nearcampus lave student groups;
for those that are furtheraway, it is lkely that you can arange to ride with anotherstudent. The
variety of religious @ganizationsis geat and includes may student groups oncampus asvell as
community goups.

Laundy

Washes and dyers ae available in each dorm and in racapartment complexes. Dry cleanes
are available withinwalking dstance ofcampus and the A&M bus line€ats vary geatly per
business and peteam.

Beuel Health Ceter

Beuel Health Ceter is open 24 hots a @y, except for university holicays. Thestudent health
center iscapable of dealing with the majority of healtmgblems, but it is not a hostail. Serious
medical casesor sugeries will bereferred to hosptals or fysicians who g better equippedto
deal with them.

All students can m&e appontments at Beuel Health Ceter. Seavices ae also povided on a
walk-in basis, but an appoiment is advisedo avoid excesswaitingtime.

Ask fist to findout what charges there will ber your appaitment andfor what you wat or
need. The chage is almat certainly less than ivould cost youto go to a prvate dodor. Se-
vices include unlinbéd visits duringegularbusiness hors, ugent-care callsto the evening and
night doctors on duy, simplexrays,routinelabtests, some pysical therapy as pescribedby
clinic physicians and me. Etra chages applyfor prescrption medications,immunizations,
copiesof outside labwork, Xrays, orthopedic appliances andhysical exams among other
things.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases$TDs)

While many people ae aware of the diferent types of exually ransmiteddiseases tht exist,
pleaseremember that diseaseslo not discrimite. STDscan affectany person in ay country
in the world--in your country, in theU.S. or in anothecountry. Pleaseake all appopriate and
necessay precautions. Staff in theBeutel Health Ceter canprovide you with more information
and advisg/ou on how to potectyoursef. You can also schedule an apptinent with a
healthcare professional thee to discuss ay questionsyou might have andget more information.
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Filing aFederal Tax Return in the USA
As of 1993AL Lforeignstudents whostudy in the Unied Sates ae required to filean inome
taxreturn. THIS APHAESTO YOU. Bven ifyou did not earn oreceve any morey while in theU.S.
except money from your homecountry, you MUST filean incometax return for the U.S. On paje
34 of the 1993J.S.Tax Guiddor Alienghe InternalRevenue Sevice (RS)states thefollowing:

Norresident Aliens

All norresident aliensrequiredto fileannualU.S. irrometax returns must file the Form 1040NR
BEven ifyou have left the Unted Sated and fileda Form 1040C on departte, you must still file
the annualreturn.

You may also lave to filean nformation return if you move cutrency or other securitieito or
out ofthe Unied Sates.

Form 1040NR

You must file an incometax return on Form 1040NR ifou ae:

A anomresident alien individual egaged in rade or business in the Ued Sates,even if
you have no ircome, or

A anorresident alien individual not egaged in trade or business in the Ued Sates with
U.S. irome on which thdax liabilitywas not stisfied by the withholding otax at the
souce, or

A arepresentative or agent responsibléor filingthe return of an individual described in (1)
or (2) or

A afiduciayfor a nomesident alien estate or trust

NOTE: If you were a novrlesident alienstudent or trainee whowastempaorarily present in the
United SatS & dzy FESME | ¢ N yoa fall intd adedor¥. (1) and theefore this rule ap
pliesto you.

You can dbtaintax information at the website for the U.S. hternal Revenue Sevice which admin
isters thefederal tax system in the LBA: www.irs.gov . Theae are additionakesouces on the ISS
website and isavailable each springp ease thdax return processhttp://iss .tamu.edutaxinfo/
taxes.aspinternational Student Sevices (1SSt A&M will keepyou informed of this oblgation.

Tax Year & Deadlines

TheU.S fiscal yearfor taxes is the same as thalendaryear (1 Januy ¢ 31 December).You
must wait until the tax year iscompletely over before you can fileyour tax return. The deadline
for filinga U.S.tax return is15 Aprilof the followingyear in met cases. S, between 1 Januy
and 15 Aprilyou needto complete the correcttax documats and send thento the hternal
Revenue Sevice. Ajain, hternational Student Sevices (ISS) willrpvide this nformation.

TRADITIORAT TEXAA&M

Texas A&Mhas an amazing number afditions. The mat obvious is ong/ou have probably ai
ready erounteredt all people who ee curently takingcoursesat Texas A&M or lave attended
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Texas A&Min the past are calleddAggiese This is also the name of the spoteams, although
the masot is acollie dog namedreveille. The majority of Agie traditionsare remnants of the
schoof hstory as a mitary institution. Many of them tave a dstinct military flavor and struc-
ture to them. AlthoughTexas A&M is not and has not been a bailiy university since the 1960s,
Aggiestake these ceemonies andraditionsvery seriousy. Not all ae somber; may are fun

and social with goal of showing ggieunity. Here are brief descrptionsof some of the ggie
traditions.

Silver Taps

Held on the fist Tuesday of every month, Siler Taps honas ay curent students who died in the
previous math. They are remembeaed with three riflevolleys of ®ven shots eaclvy the Ross
\olunteer Firing Squad. #fr this, bugles pp  def TAp& ¢ reditihesfrom the dome of the
Academic Building whe the ce&emony takes place.All lights are extinguishedon campusfor
about 30 mintesfor this caemony.

Yell Practice

Enthusiasm and spiritor an ugomingathletic event, particularlyfor football games, is built up
at Yell Ractice. The A&MYell Leades, eleted by the A&Mstudent body, lead thousands of A
gies in the songs and cha¢o demorstrate theirpride and uniy.

Muster

Muster is an annuatvent celetrated aound theworld on April 21.0n this dy all Aygies who
died during the pa year, including those whavere no lorger active students at the time of
their death, are honaed in a ceemony reminiscent of Silrer Taps but on a muchmnder ale.
Of course, the lagest Muster is held orcampusat Texas A&M and is an amazingsigA list of
the names of thestudents who died during the igviousyear isread out loud; this is the Maier.
Someonepresent at the caemony arswerd  é6SKEG each peson Isted. This truly embodies
the spirit that a pason is an ggieforever and each individual is astang part of Aggie tradition.

Memorial Student Center (MSC) & @ass

The Memorial Studa Center and the gass aeas surounding it ae in memay of the Aygies
who died in @fense of feedom. The grass is a living memorial so please do not walk okigb,
please do not wear hats inside the builditake them offbefore you ater.

AGGESPRTSAND LEISURE

NCAA

Texas A&M Uniersity is a member of the &ional Collegate Athletic Assodition and has a wide
variety of sportsfor Aggiesto play andwatch. The mat popular of these i$ootball; thestadium

holds mae than 85,000 speators. Among othersports ae socce rugoy, rowing, sailirg, climb-

ing, tennis,golf, baseball, ba&tball, track, softballyolleyball and moe! Within the NCA, Texas
A&M belonggo the EC (Soutkastern Caference).

Intramural Sports
The htramural Sports pogram providesstudents with opportunitiesto participate in a widevari-
ety of sports with otheistudents oncampus. Texas A&M has one of thergest intramural sports
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programs in thecountry. Itis adminstered by the Studat Recreation Center (the Rec). You can
organize your own teams asvell.

Student Recreation Center

¢KAa Aa | f arecé Inaddisiofito docidinatitigkh& intramural sports pogram, the
Rec providesstudents with wonderful facilitiesfor sports andexercise. It has a climbingvall,
three swimming pools, an indoorackfor walking and runnig, indoor and otdoor baketball
andvolleyballfacilities,badmiton, racquetball, squashyeights, workout equipment and mae!
Tours ae available andyou shouldtake one: tQ an amazing place.

TAMU Outdoors

As part of theRec, TAMU Oudoors aganizes sport activitiegor sports that cannot be done in
such acontrolled stting as theRec itsef. Weekend or dy trips ofkayaking, canoeirg, hiking,
climbing, harseback riding and mre ae organized throughout theyear. Instructionalworkshaps
such askayakingtechniques, otdoor cooking, basic climbing skills andfsty, etc., ae also ¢
fered.

Check out the Stude Recareation Center (Rec)website: http:// recsportstamu.edu/for more in-
formation the about theRec itsef, intramural sport, TAMU Oudoors, thegolf course and moe!

Student Organizations

Theae ae mare than 800recognized arganizations on campus oferingmyriad opportunitiesor
students, faculty andstaff at Texas A&M. These include@demic,recreational & sports, and
hometown clubs aswell as oganizationsbased orreligious bekfs, honor sodgities, social soori-
tiesand faternities,and nternational groups. See the Studat Activitieswebsite for specific
information: http://studentactivitiestamu.edu/

International Student Sevices (ISS)

In additionto the sevicesavailableto all Texas A&Mstudents, as mternational students here
you also lave the sevice as povidedby International Student Sevices (ISSttp://i nternational.
tamu.edu/isg). ISStaff can helpyou with immigation regukbtions, social security numbrs, emt
ployment information, personal advisig, community nvolvement and other issuesTheirgoal,
aswell asours in Study Almad Rograms, igo help méde your transitioninto life at Texas A&M
smooth and esy.

Memorial Student Center (MSC)

Known as the MS, this is one of the bussebuildings orcampus. The building is a sort of
campuscommunity center, housing artalleries, a p& office, meeting rooms,food sevices, the
bookstore, aconveniencestore, a small htel and may lourgesfor meeting friends andstudy-
ing. At the center of this is the MSC Flamgpm, acommunityroom with a piano and flagsom
around theworld aswell astables andcouchesfor peopleto sittogether. In the basemat is a

reaeational center with pooltables, videgames,etc., or enpy acoffeeat Sarbuds inside the
MSC.

The Battalion
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This is thestudent newspaperat Texas A&M. It is published Mondy through Frigy, except dur-
ing student holidays, and isavailable all @er campusat no cost. Coverage includesevents and
student life & rewsat Texas A&M, l@al aea rews, U.S. andnternational news, edtorials and
advertisements includingcouponsfor restaurants and businesses agll as classifiedds.

The Geoge Bush esidential Library and Museum

The litbary and museunmolds officiabnd peasonalrecords of Pesident Geage H.W. Bush.
Thee ae also ofenlectures, filmsaeening, and speciagxhibitionslocated here. For mare infor-
mation, seehttp://bushlibrary.tamu.edu/.

COMMUNITYLIFE

Bryan/College Sation

Bryan and Collge Sation are next-door neighbas and it is not abays clear whee onetown
ends and the other begins. Thembined popudtion of the two citiesis mae than 250,000esk
dents, without counting the Texas A&Mstudents. By car, Bryan/College Sation is located about
2 hous northwest of Houwston, 2 hous northeast of Awstin, 3% hous northeat of San Atonio
and 3% hots south of DallasTheweb ste for the Byan/College Sation community ishttp://
www.visitaggielandcom/ ,

Climate

The climate isvery humid andvery hot during the summe but it can get cold (20°F ~7°C)for
brief periods of timebetween December anBebruary. HereQ a bréf overview of temperatures
for the aea:

Average High Average Low
Temperatures Temperatures
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Shopping
The Byan/College Sation area has may stores and shopping ceers in additiorto a mall.

Eating Out
There ae many restaurants in the aea with afairly wide selectiomf prices and types dbod.

Campus &fety

Texas A&M triego provide a sfe environment for the uniersity community butstudents must
be aware that open accesto the campusmeans that virtually anyone cancome andgo as s/he
pleases.

With this in mindwe recommend that everyonewalk in goups at night if at all possible.Please
try notto walk alone beause itcould méke you look mae vulngable. If you must go some
where and need someont® walk with, the Cqps of Cadts provides fee egort servicefor
students anywhere oncampus,for male andemalestudents 24 hous a @y. Diala-Ride (979
847-7433)is alsoavailable; this is bus aran seviceavailableat night for on-campus l@ations.

CARPOOL (9893-9905) is astudent-run nonprofit organization serving the Byan/College Sa-
tion area and dfersfree rides homesvery Thusday, Fricay, and Sturday from 10pmto 3am.

TRANSPRTATION

Texas A&M Buses

Texas A&Mbuses lave savice etween oncampus le@ationsaswell as of-campus. Bus sevice
is provided without anextra chage to students, faculty andstaff. Bus schedules amdute infor-
mation is available online at http://t ransporttamu.edu. Alwaysfeel freeto ask dners or other
students about the buses and busutes; they will be hapy to helpyou as bet they can.

Pedestrian Safety

Asyou will do muchwalking oncampus, it is impdant for you to know somrething about the
rulesfor crosswalks and suchPlease onlyrossroadsat marked aosswalks; it is ill@al to aoss
other places angou could be tiketed (and finedhaswell as be injeed. IMPCORTANT: Even
whenyou have the right of way to aoss thestreet, rememberto checkfor cars as soratimes
drivers ae not payingattention or cannot seeyou. This is @ommunity that does not lave a
large number of peddrians and does not alayswatch closelffor people orfoot.

Lacal PublicTranspotation
Bravos Valley Transit is the lgal public tanspotation system. It isvery limited asto theroutes
aswell as the timedt runs. Ifyou need mee information about it, you can call 979778-0607.

Bigycles

Bigycles @e most likely the leat expensie and mat flexibletranspotation option. Sonetimes
it is possibldgo findagood used bie, butyou can puchase a aw bigycleat US$100 on thaver-
age. Agood lock willcost about $1520; a helnet is about $25For additioinalinformation, refer
to thiswebsite: http://t ransporttamu.edualternative/bicycled services.apx
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Cas

While mast students at Texas A&Mown acare, acar is usually not the kst option for excharge
students ascars can be quie expensve and nvolve many hassleseven ifyou findareason
ably priced usedar. Insuance is mandtory and quie expensie, especiallyor nonresidents.
You would need alexas drverQ licenseo get insurance and tlat meanstaking the writenand
behindthe-wheel drivingexams. To take the behindthe-wheel portion,you must provide the
car soyou would needto have a friend who allawsyou to borrow his/hercar for the test which
means someongould needto drive you to Dept. of Public &fety in thecar. Additionall, if you
wantedto park thecar at the university, you would need a parking pass whiganerally costs
$275 or moe per semeter.

Motorcycles

SeeCarabove, except you need a special desigtion on your driverQ licensdor a mdorcycle.
You should also know ti different states have different laws for motorcycles (such as helets)
so becareful if you take the mdorcycle nto adifferent state. Ignaance of thedw is not an
excusefor breaking it.

Renting a car

If you wishto travel and do notvant to or cannot fly, renting a car might be an gtion. Beaware
that the required car insuancefor you could berather expensie and,that in many cases, people
under the ge of 21 ae not allovedto rent cars; sonetimesthe minimum ae is 25.You will
generally berequiredto use a redit card to make theresavation. Pricescanvary geatly from
company to company. You will need anriternational driver@ license if2 dz R 2w &@ULS. K
driverQ license.

TRAVELWITHN AND OUTSICETHEUNITED STATES

Leaving the LBA

You MUST get permission fom an advisor imkernational Student Sevices (ISS) BERE/ou
leave, ifyou are leaving theUnited Sates and needo return to complete your excharge study.
An advisor needi checkyour academicstatus and sigryour DS2019 giving/ou permissiorto
re-enter the U.S. as atudent.

This is trudor ALL sitationsin whichyou must leave the U.S., including visitingpur homecoun-
try orgoingto Canada or Mxico for a dhy trip. You could be deniede-entry to the U.S. ifyour
documentation is not in ader.

To get this permissionyou must have aform signedoy the Study Almad Advisofor Reciprocal
Excharges andyou needto turn inyour request to ISShree weeks before your departue.

Travel within the USA
Somestudents rent cars, othes fly, andstill others travel via Geyhound Bus LineswWhichever
works best for you, we recommend that you puchase aravel guide or use online seicesfor
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travel guide mformation about the placeyou are visitingin regard to acommodations, tourism,
local transport while thee, restaurant information and cost guidelines.

All Travel
If you travel away from Collge Sation for more than a longveekend, please wvide Study
Abroad Rograms Officea travel itinerary includingcontact nformation in case of an emigency.

You shouldalways have your passport and otherével documaeats with you any timeyou travel
outside of the Collge Sation area. Please alsodve thefollowing nformation with you when
traveling:

TAXISERVICHin Collge Sation or Bryan)
A AAA Uniersity Taxi: 979-268-8189 or 979846-2233
A Aggieland Cab Seices: 9796935532 or 979846-2285
A Advantage Taxicab Sevice: 9797798030

Telephone hformation
To get telephone numbesfor local individuals and businesses: 99951212

For other aeas aound the Uniied Sates: Chage the aeacode (the frst three numbes, 979 in
College Sation) or seach online.

Laocal Telephone hformation
For local telephone nformation wherever you are, use thefollowing numbes.

Oncampus: 9411

Off-campus: 411 (If this does nov2 NJ = R &4 therelis adchage if yduihave to dial the
amo

Groundshuttle

Van sevice ketween htercontinental Airport Howston & Collge Sation/Bryan

http:// www.groundshuttlecom or resavations@goundshuttlecom . Use theweb ste to regis
ter. Y2 dztecefre aconfirmation e-mail.

Documents Required to Enter the U.S. as an ¥thamge Student

A \alid Passport

A 31 Visa in passport

A DS2019 Certiftate of Eligibility
Whenyou clear immigation upon arrival in theU.S.at the airport (or other port of atry), please
make sue that the immigation officer correctly stamps your DS2019form and the 494 card. If
not properly stamped,you will have to return to aU.S. Immigation Office,at your own expense,
to have it properlystamped.
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ousing

HOUSINGE INFORMATION AND INSTRLCTIONS
Before applyingor on-campushousirg, pleasereadcarefully the following nformation:

Housing Cotract:
If you applyfor on-campus housig, you will berequiredto sign a housingontractfor a full aa-
demicyear, even ifyou ae stayingat A&M Unwersity for only one semster.

Students studying onexcharge for only onesemester will cancel housing &fore departinghe
A&M campus without penait.

If you are onexcharge at A&M for the full academicyear (fall and spring sensters) and decid¢o
move offcampus midyear, you will be assessed the full penafty breaking the housingon-
tract, which meangou will forfeit the $300 USD deposit aydu will be billed 50% of theent
semesterQrent for on-campus housingPleasereadthe termsof the housingcontract carefully
before makingyour decision It may prove mare convenient for you to initiallylocate off-campus
housing tharto applyfor on-campus housing §ou thinkyou might want to move off-campusfor
the second semeter.

If you are studying onexcharge for the full academicyear (fall and spring sensers), please nie
that the on-campusresidence hallsloseimmeditely after final exams in midDecember and
re-open in midJanuay. Studets will beresponsibldor findingalternate off-campushousing a-
commodation during this timeperiod of midDecember though mid Januay. Students will not
needto move peasonal ifems fom therooms during the senwer break, but will beequiredto
vacate theresidence halls.

Again, pleaseead theterms of the housingontract carefully and be ste that you undestand
the penaltiesncurred ifyou decideto move out of onrcampus housing é&fore completing your
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excharge programat A&M.

Application for OnCampus HousingGraduate and Undegraduate

International Excharge students should apply onlinéor OnCampudResidence Hallat

http:// reslife.tamu.edu/andfollow the irgtructionsfor applyingfor housing. Students must be
admittedto the uniersity and tave an assigned Uversity Identification Number (UIN) bfore
applyingfor on-campus housing Students will receive the UIN in théVelcome Padket upon
admissiono the excharge program.

For a Ist of availableresidence halls anental rates visithttp:// reslife.tamu.edu/

Please nte that exchangestudents should not applfor Moses Hall oior Cops of Cadt Resi
dence Halls.

At time of online appleation, you must remit the following fees:
A Housing Apptiation Fee: $25.00 USD
A Room Deposit: $300.00 USEf(indableat end ofstudy program) Please ri@ that ex-
charge students are not eligiblefor the room depositwaiver.

Online mpyment by aedit/debit card or electonic check isequired as part of the apptiaion
process.
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Online @yment conveniencefees:

A Paying with acredit/debit card (Mastercard, Disover, or Amercan Expess) thefee is $7
for a$325 myment, $332total, or $1for a $25 pyment, $26total.

A Paying with arelectronic checkhe fee is 50 cats, totaling$325.500r $25.50 An elee
tronic checkequiresyour banlk&routingnumber andyour acount number whichcan
be located on one ofyour bank cheks.

Pleasaead theterms of the housingontract carefully. Note that if your excharge program is
for 2 sematers andyou applyfor on-campus housing butter decideto cancel and rove off-
campusfor the seond semeter, perterms of the Housingontract, you will be chaged 50% of
the second semeater housingee.

PLEASE RTE: Any student cancelling his/heresaved housing space AFTER arrivinecampus
to chedk-in to the resident halls willforfeit the $300.00 USEbom deposit aleady paid or will be
billed the $300.00 USEoom depositat the time of cancet

PLEASE MDTE: Any student
cancelling his/hereseved
housing space AFTER the
housing apptation deadline
or arriving oncampusto
ched-in to theresident halls
will forfeit the $300.00 USD
room deposit aleady paid or
will be billed the $300.00 USL
room depositat the time of
cancelbtion.

lation.

Thetotal amount of rent for the full semester is dueat the
beginning of the sensder. You must be preparedto pay the
full amownt during the frst weekafter arrival.

Information regarding onrcampus meal planean be ae
cessedht http:// www.dineorcampuscom/tamu.

Excharge students who chooséo live off-campusare re-
sponsiblefor locaing their own housing.Pleaseefer to the
following Off-CampudHousingsectionfor off-campushous
ing gotions.

Off-CampugHousing

Excharge students who wishto live off-campusmust make theirown arangements for off-
campus housing. THellowingwebsitescan provide nformation to assét excharge students in
locating an affordableplaceto live in the Collge Sation area:

A http:/ /studentlife.tamu.eduagoss/
A http://aggieseach.tamu.edu (if you ae seeking @oommate).

Other gotionsinclude
A Fist Street Guest House is amption for closeto-campus housing aommodations:
Emailfirstst@live.com
A Students may contact Uniersity Apartmeits where many international students are
housed: http:// reslfe.tamu.eduapartments
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